Travellers in India

Christian population which exists to-day in
India; the other is the undying fame of St
Francis Xavier, one of the most famous of all
the famous men who have ever served the
Church of Rome.

The present is not the proper place either for
a sketch of Xavier's life or for a history of
Portuguese missions in India. Xavier himself,
who first went to India in 1538, is excluded by
our canon from all but passing mention in this
work. But among that host of humbler men
who strove to emulate his inspiring example,
there were some who wrote descriptions of their
travels which embody a considerable amount of
information on the people and places which
they visited. As a preliminary to their discus-
sion we may say that with these missionary
travellers we reach a time when the main
stream of travel begins to direct itself north-
ward, instead of confining itself, as heretofore,
mainly to the south*

More than one historian has lamented the
fact that though Europeans were frequent
visitors to almost the whole of Southern India
at the time when Babar and his unlucky son
Humayun were on the throne of Delhi, no
traveller was adventurous enough to direct his
steps in their direction. The consequence is
that we are without a picture from European
sources of either the sturdy and vigorous con-
queror who became the first of the " Great
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